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Subject: NSU- Refugees: number of returns to Israel
Importance: High

  
 

1- As indicated in my previous e-mail (please see below), the NSU has commissioned a 
demographer to study in more detail Israel’s capacity to absorb potential Palestinian “returnees”.

The expert has just provided us with his first draft which sets different projection scenarios for the 
returns, and estimates their consequences on Israeli demographics. Even if some more work still 
needs to be done on the study, we think some of its findings can be already used in the scope of 
the discussions between President Abu Mazen and PM E. Olmert on the issue and/or be presented 
to the US Administration.

The main conclusion is that Israel’s concerns relating to the impact of Palestinian returns on its 
demographics is largely irrational. Our consultant worked in particular on two scenarios which 
prove that the return of several hundred thousands Palestinian refugees to Israel would not 
substantially impact Israel’s Jewish majority, even in the long term:

A) A first scenario is based on Israel’s average past immigration rates (41,000 immigrants 
per year from 1948 to 2007). If one assumes that 41,000 Palestinian refugees would return 
annually to Israel during 15 years, (therefore replacing during this limited timeframe Israel’s 
“normal” stream of immigrants), a total number of 600,000 Palestinian refugees would return. In 
such case, the number of Palestinians in Israel would increase in percentage from 16.7% to 26.6% 
of the overall Israeli population. Therefore, if Palestinian refugees are allowed to return 
during a limited timeframe of 15 years on the basis of Israel’s historic immigration rates, 
3/4th of Israel’s population would remain Jewish.

B) A second scenario considers that a selective number of refugees entitled to return would 
effectively return to Israel. Our consultant took into account a figure of 2,000,000 effective 
returns. His conclusion is that, in this scenario, the overall Palestinian group in Israel would 
reach, in 50 years, 35.7% of the Israeli population. Therefore, with the return of 2,000,000 
Palestinian refugees, 2/3rd of Israel’s population would remain Jewish.

Please note that these scenarios do not take into account the possible continuation of 
Jewish immigration during the relevant time periods. The figures obtained are therefore 
conservative and it is likely that the percentages of Palestinians in the Israeli total 
population would be even lower than the ones indicated above.

I stay available to provide you with more details on this matter and discuss the best way to use 
this work in the scope of the ongoing talks with Israel. I would also be very pleased to provide 
you with a first briefing on refugees at your best convenience.








